The Minimum Required Number for Salat al-Jumu'ah 

By Abu Talut Haytham Al SayfaddTn 

Jumu'ah can be performed with two people, one of whom is the Imam. This is the opinion of 
Ibrahim an-Nakha'T (d. 96 H.), 1 Al-Hasan Ibn Salih Ibn Hayy (d. 169 H.), 2 a narration from Abu 
Thawr (d. 240 H.), 3 the opinion of Dawud Ibn 'AIT (d. 270 H.), 4 5 all of the Thahiriyyah 5 and Ibn 
Jarir at-Jabarl (d. 310 H.) 6 and it was chosen by Ash-ShawkanT (d. 1255 H.). 7 

This is based on the following: 

Allah, jbu, Stated: 


Oijl f fgsjj 1311 jLa T 


jjJl 


O you who have believed, when the prayer on the day of Jumu'ah is called for, then proceed 
to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for you, if you only knew. 8 


This is a general Text, and no one can be an exception to this unless there is a clear Text or 
consensus to indicate that he is not included. And this is not the case except when the individual 
is alone. 


On the authority of Malik Ibn al-Huwayrith who said: 


". LiSCojUj U-jlj &l" Ul ll! <JLSi j <ul t- <u1 ^lil -Up I 

On my departure from the Prophet, jXsj aIIp ft I Jl 4>, he said to me and to a companion of mine. 


'You two, pronounce the Athan and the Iqamah, and let the elder of you two lead the two of you 
in the prayer.'" 9 


1 "Al-Muhalla FTSharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/249 and "Ad-Durur as-Saniyyah Fil-Ajwibah 
an-Najdiyyah" 5/22 

2 "Mukhtasar Ikhtilaf al-'Ulama'" by At-TahawT 1/330, "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn 
Hazm 3/249, "Hilyat al-'Ulama' FT Ma'rifat Mathahib al-'Ulama'" by Ash-ShashT 2/230 "Al-Majmu' Sharh al- 
MuhatJiab" by An-NawawT4/504 and "Fat'h al-BarTSharh SahTh al-Bukharf by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

3 "Fat'h al-BarT Sharh SahTh al-Bukharf by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

4 "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/249, "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhathab" by An- 
NawawT 4/504 and "Fat'h al-BarT Sharh SahTh al-Bukharf by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

5 "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/249 

6 "Bidayat al-Mujtahid Wa Nihayat al-Muqtasid" by Ibn Rushd 1/169 and “Manahij at-TahsTI Wa Nata'ij Lata'if at- 
Ta'wTI FT Sharh al-Mudawwanah Wa Hall Mushkilatiha" by 'AIT Ibn Sa'Td ar-RajrajT 1/534 

7 "Nayl al-Awtar Sharh Muntaqa al-Akhbar" by Ash-ShawkanT 3/276 

8 Surat al-Jumu'ah, 9 

9 Collected by Ibn AbTShaybah (#2,259), Ahmad (#15,601), AI-BukharT (#2,848) and Muslim (#674), Ibn Majah (#979), 
Abu Dawud (#589), At-TirmithT (#205) and An-Nasa'T (#1,645) 



Here, the Prophet, llij <1* Si declared two people to have the ruling of a Jomo'ah; there is 

an Athan, an Iqamah and they pray together with one of them as the Imam. And this is general, 
and no Salat is excluded from this without a clear Text or consensus. 


As for the opinion that it takes place with one person on their own, then this was the opinion of 
Abu Bakr Muhammad Ibn Is'haq al-QasanT (d. 280 H.). 10 This is based upon the Hadith of 'Umar 
Ibn al-Khattab who said: 


A^lp <i)l 41)1 <Jol _! ( _^Lp 23 j*S- ijLtuSj ijl-Codlj l)Lc*Sj ijLtuS'j jiwJl 


"The prayer while traveling is two Rak'ahs, and the Friday (prayer) is two Rak'ahs, and (the 
prayers of) the two 'Ids are two Rak'ahs. They are complete and not shortened, upon the tongue 
of the Messenger of Allah, ijLj < 1 p it I JU>." 11 


There are two issues here: 

Firstly, this Hadith is not confirmed. 

This narration has come by way of Muhammad Ibn Bishr from YazTd Ibn Ziyad from Zubayd from 
'Abdur-Rahman Ibn AbT Layla from Ka'b Ibn 'Ujrah from 'Umar. The outward appearance of this 
hain of narration is that it is authentic. 

However, it was also narrated from 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn AbT Layla from 'Umar with no mention of 
Ka'b Ibn 'Ujrah. 12 And this second narration without mention of him is the correct narration, as 
was mentioned by Abu Hatim ar-RazT, 13 Al-Bazzar 14 and Ad-DaraqutnT. 15 Therefore, the 
narration is weak due to a break in the chain. 

Secondly, Jumu'ah requires a congregation. This is according to consensus, as was mentioned by 
Ibn Hazm (d. 456 H.), 16 AI-KasanT (d. 587 H.), 17 Ibn Rushd (d. 595 H.), 18 An-NawawT 19 and Ash- 
ShawkanT. 20 


10 "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhatjiab" by An-NawawT 4/504. And Ibn Hazm mentioned this opinion and attributed it to 
"some people". "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/248 

11 Ibn Majah (#1,064), An-Nasa'T (#495), Ibn al-Munthir (#1,847) and Ibn Khuzaymah (#1,425) 

12 Collected by Abu Dawud at-Tayalisi (#48), Ibn AbT Shaybah (#5,851), Ahmad (#257), 'Abd Ibn Humayd (#29) Ibn 
Majah (#1,063), Al-Bazzar (#331), An-Nasa'T (#1,745) and Abu Ya'la (#241) 

13 "'Hal al-Hadith" by Ibn AbT Hatim 2/555 

14 "Al-Musnad” by Al-Bazzar 1/465 

15 "Al-llal al-Waridah Fil-AhadJth an-Nabawiyyah" by Ad-DaraqutnT 2/115 

16 "Al-Muhalla FI Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/251 

17 "Bada'i' as-Sana'i' FT Tartib ash-Shara'i'" by AI-KasanT 1/266 

18 "Bidayat al-Mujtahid Wa Nihayat al-Muqtasid" by Ibn Rushd 1/158 and 1/160 

19 "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhatjiab" by An-NawawT 4/504 and 4/508 

20 "NayI al-Awfar Sharh Muntaqa at-Akhbar" by Ash-ShawkanT 3/274 



Likewise, the name "At-Jumu'ah" for Friday is an Islamic name which did not exist in Jahiliyyah, 
as in Jahiliyyah, Friday was called Al-'Urubah. And, according to an opinion of many Scholars, 
Jumu'ah is taken from Al-Jam'u or gathering/congregation, due to the Muslims performing this 
prayer on that day. 21 

As for the opinion that the requirement is three people; the Imam and two others, then this is 
the opinion of Al-Hasan al-BasrT (d. 110 H.) 22 and Ibn al-Mubarak (d. 181 H.) 23 and a narration 
from each of Abu Yusuf al-AnsarT (d. 182 H.) from the Hanafiyyun, 24 AI-Awza'T (d. 157 H.), 25 
Sufyan ath-ThawrT (d. 161 H.), 26 Abu Thawr 27 and Ahmad (d. 241 H.). 28 

This is based on the following: 

Allah, jbo, Stated: 


O ijl ji-SGS ^ Jl ^jj jj ISI i jAal 


jjJl LLl L 


O you who have believed, when the prayer on the day of Jumu'ah is called for, then proceed 
to the remembrance of Allah and leave trade. That is better for you, if you only knew . 29 


The argument here is that the commands in the Verse are plural form (Jamu'). And in Arabic, 
plural is three or more. Therefore, if there are not at least three, they do not fall under this 
command. 


However, this does not hold up, as although the command is plural, this is because it is a 
command to all of the Ummah, in other words, the whole Ummah is being addressed. This is no 
different from any other plural command in the Qur'an, such as the command to establish the 
Salat, to pay the Zakat, to fear Allah, and so on. 


21 "Al-Musannaf by 'Abdur-Razzaq as-San'am 3/159, "Al-Hayawan" by Al-Jahith 1/215, "Al-Kashf Wal-Bayan ‘An 
TafsTr al-Qur'an” by Ath-Tha'IabT "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar” by Ibn Hazm 3/248, "Lisan al- 
'Arab" by Ibn Manthur 8/58-59, "Fat'h al-Barl" by Ibn Rajab 8/68-69, "Taj al-'Arus" by Az-ZabTdT 3/342, 

22 "At-TawdhJh Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-Sahlh" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 

23 "Fat'h al-BarlSharh SahTh al-BukharT ' by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

24 " Bada'i'as-Sana'i' FITartTb ash-Shara'i'" by AI-KasanT 1/268, "Al-Mabsuf by As-SarkhasT2/43, "Mukhtasar Ikhtilaf 
al-'Ulamaa'" by At-TahawT 1/330, "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar” by Ibn Hazm 3/249, "At- 
Tawdhih Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-SahJh" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 and "Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah” by Badr ad-DTn al- 
'AynT 3/64 

25 "Al-Mughni" by Ibn Qudamah 2/243, "Ai-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhathab" by An-NawawT 4/504 and "Fat'h al-BarT 
Sharh SahTh al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

26 "Mukhtasar Ikhtilaf al-'Ulamaa'” by At-TahawT 1/330, "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn 
Hazm 3/249 and "Fat'h al-BarT Sharh SahTh al-BukharT' by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

27 "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/249, "AI-MughnT' by Ibn Qudamah 2/243 and 
"Fat'h al-BarT Sharh SahTh al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

28 "AI-MughnT’ by Ibn Qudamah 2/243, "Al-Mustadrak 'Ala Majmu' Fatawa Shaykh al-lslam” 3/127 and "Al-Fatawa 
al-Kubra" 5/355, "At-TawdhTh Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-SahTh" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 and “Al-Binayah Sharh al- 
Hidayah” by Badr ad-DTn al-'AynT 3/64 

29 Surat al-Jumu'ah, 9 



And on the authority of Abud-Darda' that the Prophet, jlip Si JU-, said: 


k ojJl oU AplojiJlj cLLLxJ jUa^JLlI S *b/l StA-vX!' ^j jijj ^ Aj ji ^ Aj^Aj bo" 

"There are no three people in a town among whom the Athan is not performed and the prayer is 
not established, except that the Shaytan takes control of them. Therefore, adhere to the 
congregation, for indeed, the wolf eats from the one that strays off on its own." 30 

And on the authority of Abu Sa'Td al-KhudrT that the Prophet, Jl^, said: 


I 4joLo^/L> J Aj^Aj I jj\S lil 


"When there are three (people), one of them should lead them in Salat. And the one among them 
most worthy to act as Imam is the one who is best versed (in the Qur'an)." 31 


However, these two Hadith are not specific for Jumu'ah; they are general for all congregational 
prayers. Therefore, if one says that they prove three people are needed for th e Jumu'ah prayer, 
this must also be applied to all Salawat as well, unless further proof is provided to exclude 
Jumu'ah. 


Likewise, the Prophet, pJSj aIIp <LI JU>, didn't say that there is no Jama'ah or Jumu'ah with less 
than three people. 

As for the opinion that it requires four people; the Imam and three others, then this is the opinion 
of Abu HanTfah (d. 150 H.) 32 along with Zufar Ibn Huthayl (d. 158 H.) 33 and Muhammad Ibn al- 
Hasan ash-ShaybanT (d. 189 H.) 34 from the Hanafiyyun, Al-Layth Ibn Sa'd (d. 175 H.), 35 AI-MuzanT 


30 Collected by Ibn al-Mubarak (#73), Ahmad (#22,053), Abu Dawud (#547) and An-Nasa'i (#922) 

31 Collected by At-JayalisT (#2,266), Ibn AbT Shaybah (#3,471), Ahmad (#11,208), 'Abd Ibn Humayd (#879), Ad-DarimT 
(#1,366), Muslim (#1,474), An-Nasa'T (#859) and Abu Ya'la (#1,291) 

32 "Bada'i' as-Sana'i' RTartib ash-Shara'i'" by AI-KasanT 1/268, "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" 
by Ibn Hazm 3/249, "At-TawdhTh Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-SahTh" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 and "Al-Bindyah Sharh al- 
Hidayah" by Badr ad-DTn al-'AynT 3/64 

33 "Al-Muhalld FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar” by Ibn Hazm 3/249, "At-TawdhTh Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-SahTh" 
by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 and "Al-Bindyah Sharh al-Hidayah" by Badr ad-DTn al-'AynT 3/64 

34 "Bada'i' as-Sana'i' FT TartTb ash-Shara'i'" by AI-KasanT 1/268, "At-TawdhTh Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-SahTh" by Ibn al- 
Mulaqqin 7/454 and "Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar'’ by Ibn Hazm 3/249 

35 "Al-Muhalld FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/249, "Fat'h al-BdrTSharh SahTh al-Bukharf by 
Ibn Rajab 8/312 "At-TawdhTh Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-SahTh" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 and "Al-Bindyah Sharh al- 
Hidayah” by Badr ad-DTn al-'AynT 3/64 



(d. 264 H.), 36 and a narration from each of Abu Yusuf al-AnsarT 37 from the Honofiyyun, Al-Awza'i, 
38 Sufyan ath-ThawrT 39 and Abu Thawr, 40 

This is based upon the HadTth of Umm 'Abdillah ad-Dawsiyyah from the Prophet, aIIp ft I 

who said: 


".iiijl Nl I4J j£j p b\j j»UI I 4 J aJJJ J 5 &>-Ij 


"Jumu'ah is obligatory upon every town in which there is an Imam , even if there are not but four 
in it." 41 


However, the one who narrated this from Umm 'Abdillah ad-Dawsiyyah is Az-ZuhrT. Ad-DaraqutnT 
said: "This is not confirmed from Az-ZuhrT. All those who narrated it from him are Matruk.” 42 


And AI-BayhaqT mentioned what Ad-DaraqutnT said, then added: "And Az-ZuhrT's hearing from 
Ad-Dawsiyyah is not authentic." 43 

So, there are at least two major defects in this narration. 

As for the opinion that it requires forty, then this is the opinion of 'Ubaydullah Ibn 'Abdillah Ibn 
'Utbah (d. 98 H.), 44 a narration from each of 'Umar Ibn 'Abdil-'AzTz (d. 101 H.), 45 Malik 46 Is'haq 
Ibn Rahwayh (d. 238 H.) 47 and Ahmad 48 and the opinion of Ash-Shafi'T (d. 204 H.) 49 and the 
Shafi'iyyah . 50 


36 “At-Tawdhih Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-Sahih" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 and “Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah" by Badr ad- 
DTn al-'AynT 3/64 

37 "Fat'h al-BariSharh SahTh al-Bukharl” by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

38 "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari ” by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

39 "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-BukharT' by Ibn Rajab 8/312 and "At-Tawdhih Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-Sahih" by Ibn al- 
Mulaqqin 7/454 

40 "At-Tawdhih Li-Sharh al-Jami' as-Sahih" by Ibn al-Mulaqqin 7/454 

41 Collected by Ibn AbT 'Asim in "Al-Ahad Wai-Mathani" (#3,401) and Ad-DaraqutnT (#1,592, #1,593 & #1,594), 

42 "Al-Mujtana Minas-Sunan al-Ma'thurah 'An an-NabiSail Allahu 'Alayhi Wa Sallam Wat-Tanbih 'Alas-Sahihi Minha 
Was-Saqim Wa Ikhtilaf an-Naqilina Laha FiAlfathiha” by Ad-DaraqutnT 2/312 

43 "As-Sunan al-Kubra" by AI-BayhaqT 3/254 

44 "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhathab" by An-NawawT 4/503 and "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 
8/312 

45 "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-Bukhari" by Ibn Rajab 8/312 and "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhatfab" by An-NawawT 
4/503 

46 "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 8/312 

47 "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 8/312 and "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhatfab" by An-NawawT 
4/503 

48 "Fat'h al-Bari Sharh Sahih al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 8/312 and "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-Muhatfab" by An-NawawT 
4/503 

49 "Al-Umm" by Ash-Shafi'T 1/219 

50 "Al-Majmu' Sharh al-MuhatJiab" by An-NawawT 4/503 



This is based upon the HadTth of 'Abdur-Rahman Ibn Ka'b Ibn Malikfrom his father Ka'b Ibn Malik: 


" ; 




Cf. • 

, >4 „<.11 f 


y AJc]\ lil :aJ oXai y Aa^>iJ| f-ljUl lil 015 All 

jtJol :ois . o Lo-./j,>tJ I ^JL aJ (_J Li> ^ a^2>Ej 5 y >- ya ^ lL cH a!^ "<J15 

:jli 


That when he would hear the call to prayer on Friday, he prayed for mercy for As'ad Ibn Zurarah. 
I (i.e. his son) asked him: When you hear the call to prayer, you pray for mercy for As'ad Ibn 
Zurarah? He replied: This is because he held the Friday prayer for the first time for us at Hazm 
an-Nablt of Harrah belonging to Banu Bayadhah in a NaqT' called NaqT' al-Khadhimat. I asked him: 
How many were you at that time? He said: "Forty." 51 


The argument taken from this HadTth is: Salat al-Jumu'ah is an act of worship, and acts of worship 
are TawqTfT (contingent upon Evidence). And, since we know that congregation is a requirement 
according to consensus, we have to look to the available Texts to determine what the minimum 
congregation is. And, since the least amount we have a Text for is forty, then that is the minimum. 

However, this does not contain proof that it is not obligatory before the number reaches forty, 
nor does it prove that it is not permissible to pray it until the number reaches forty. All it proves 
is that the number of people present when the first Jumu'ah was prayed was forty. It doesn't 
prove that the reason it was prayed was because they reached the minimum threshold for the 
obligation. 

Furthermore, since the consensus is that a congregation is required, then whatever is considered 
a congregation fulfills that retirement, until there is Evidence that some other number is needed. 

As for the opinion that it is fifty, then this is a narration from 'Umar Ibn 'Abdil-'AzTz, 52 and Ahmad. 

53 


This is based upon the following: 

On the authority of Abu Umamah who said: The Messenger of Allah, liij fPs. iul said: 




"Jumu'ah is upon fifty men. And there is no Jumu'ah upon less than fifty." 54 


51 Collected by Ibn Abi Shaybah (#35,746), Ibn Majah (#1,082) and Abu Dawud (#1,069) 

52 “Al-Muhalla FT Sharh al-Mujalla Bil-Hujaji Wal-Athar" by Ibn Hazm 3/248, "As-Sunan al-Kubra" by AI-BayhaqT3/253 
and " Fat'h al-BarTSharh SahTh al-BukharT’ by Ibn Rajab 8/311 

53 "Al-Masa'il al-Fiqhiyyah Min Kitab ar-Riwayatayn wal-Wajhayn" by AI-QadhT Abu Ya'la 1/182, "Al-Mughnf by Ibn 
Qudamah 2/243 and "Fat'h al-BarT Sharh SahTh al-BukharT 1 by Ibn Rajab 8/311 

54 Collected by At-TabaranT in "Al-Mu'jam al-KabTr" (#7,952) and Ibn 'AdT in "Al-Kamil FT Dhu'afa' ar-Rijal" 2/364 



However, the chain of narration of this Hadith contains Ja'far Ibn az-Zubayr. 


After mentioning the Imams who declared Ja'far Ibn az-Zubayr to be Matruk, Ibn 'AdT mentioned 
this Hadith amongst his Munkar narrations. 55 

And after mentioning this Hadith, Ad-DaraqutnT said: "Ja'far Ibn az-Zubayr is Matruk." 56 


And on the authority of Abu Salamah who said: 


>■ jt-ji—"j c- $i)l 41)1 tj£_L llJ lijlj jt S 

• aIIp 4jul <1)1 (Jjt-gJ 


"I asked Abu Hurayrah: 'Upon how many men is Jumu'ah obligatory?' He said: 'When the 
Companions of the Messenger of Allah, JU>, reached fifty, the Messenger of Allah, 

<1 p 3il, lead them in Jumu'ah prayer.'" 57 


However, this is not recorded in any remaining book of Hadith. The earliest book it is found in is 
"Al-Mughnf. And all the books that mention it attribute it to Abu Bakr an-Najjad. And AI-QurtubT 
is the only one who mentioned the chain of narration Abu Bakr an-Najjad mentioned. 

And this chain contains Raja' Ibn Salamah who is unknown. 

And it contains Rawh Ibn Ghutayf ath-Thaqafi. 

AI-BukharT said about him: " Munkar al-Hadlth." 58 

Abu Hatim ar-RazT said: "He is not strong. He is very Munkar al-Hadlth." 59 
An-Nasa'T said: " Matruk al-Hadlth." 60 

Ibn Hibban said: "He used to narrate fabrications from the reliable narrators. It is not allowed to 
write his Ahadlth nor to narrate from him." 61 


55 "Al-Kamil FTDhu'afa' ar-Rijal" by Ibn 'AdT 2/364 

56 "Al-Mujtana Minas-Sunan al-Ma'thurah 'An an-NabJ Sail Allahu 'Alayhi Wa Sal lam Wat-Tan bJh 'Alas-SahJhi Minha 
Was-Saqim Wa Ikhtilaf an-Naqilma Laha FT Alfathiha” by Ad-DaraqutnT 2/307 

57 "AI-MughnT' by Ibn Qudamah 2/243, "Al-Jami' Li-Ahkam al-Qur'an" by AI-QurtubT 18/113, "Ash-Sharh al-Kabir 
'Alal-Muqni'" by 'Abdur-Rahman al-MaqdisT 5/199 and "Kifayat an-Nablh FTSharh at-TanbTh" by Ibn ar-Rif'ah 4/304 

58 "At-TarTkh al-KabTr" 3/308 and "Adh-Dhu'afa' as-SaghTr" pg. 45 both by AI-BukharT 

59 "Al-Jarh Wat-Ta'dTI" by Ibn AbT Hatim 3/495 

60 "Adh-Dhu'afa' Wal-MatrukTn" by An-Nasa'T pg. 40 

61 "AI-MajruhTn Min al-MuhaddithTn" by Ibn Hibban 1/297 



Ad-Daraqutm mentioned him in his book of weak and abandoned narrators. 62 And elsewhere he 
said: “Matruk al-Hadith.” 63 


As for the opinion that the requirement is twelve people, then this is the opinion of Rabi'ah. 64 


This is based upon the Hadith of Jabir who said: 


La Lg-Jl IjxitHi : Jli .Colils aJL S' 41)1 <J y^j Lo-Cp 

^ 'o * ' i. * i ' 0 's'* > ^ ^ ^0 s: 

Lglj) II j^J j I I j\j I i\j} !4j*yi io-L* oJjU jds- LjI *^1 <C.ip 4l)t <01)1 tj y^J 

^ ^ :^iJl {C*5lS hJj'j'j 


"While we were praying Jumu'ah with the Messenger of Allah, pLj d* jb>, some camels loaded 
with food, arrived (from Ash-Sham)." He said: "So, they diverted their attention towards them 
(and left the Masjid), and only twelve men remained with the Messenger of Allah, ^Lj ds. ’S JL>. 
So, this Verse was Revealed: {But when they saw a transaction or a diversion, they rushed to it 
and left you standing .} 65 


However, this Hadith does not contain any proof that twelve was the minimum requirement for 
Jumu'ah, and that had one more person left, the prayer would have been invalid. 


Furthermore, it is more correct that this took place during the Khutbah and not during the prayer, 
as the Verse indicates: {...and left you standing.} 


As for the opinion that the requirement is thirteen, then this is a narration from Is'haq Ibn 
Rahwayh. 66 


The proof for this opinion is the same as the previous opinion, except that all together, there 
were thirteen people, when the Imam is included. 


And there are other narrations, some of which I have not come across the arguments for, such 
as the requirement being: 


62 "Adh-Dhu'afa' Wal-Matrukm" by Ad-DaraqutnT 2/153 

63 "Al-Mujtana Minas-Sunan al-Ma'thurah 'An an-NabJ Sail Alldhu 'Alayhi Wa Sal lam Wat-Tan bJh 'Alas-SahJhi Minha 
Was-Saqim Wa Ikhtilaf an-Naqilma Laha FT Alfathiha” by Ad-DaraqutnT 2/257 

64 "Fat'h al-BarTSharh SahTh al-BukharT' by Ibn Rajab 8/311, “Al-Binayah Sharh al-Hidayah" by Badr ad-DTn al-'Aym 
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Seven, which is the opinion of 'Ikrimah 67 and a narration from Ahmad. 68 


Twenty, 69 which could be understood from a narration from Malik related to praying the two 'Id 
prayers. 70 

Thirty, which is a narration from Malik. 71 

And then there are opinions for which I do not know the arguments, nor have I come across who 
held the opinion. Rather, they are merely mentioned as opinions. These are that the requirement 
is nine 72 or eighty. 73 

And Allah Knows Best. 
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